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Introduction
This Policy defines and governs multiple club organizations and the American Racing Pigeon Union policy application for charters by such organizations.
Organization Definitions
Note: These definitions may not be universally used across all organizations, but shall be used as Union definitions.
110.01  Combines. A combine is created when two or more clubs join together for purposes of increased competition and /or for economy of operations.
110.02  Concourses.  A concourse is created when two or more combines are joined together for purposed of increased competition and /or for economy of operations.
110.03 Federations.  A Federation is created when two or more concourses are joined together for purposed of increased competition and /or for economy of operations.
110.04 Associations.  Associations may be considered the same as a Federation or in many instances and Association may be classified as an Statewide or regional area of competition.
110.05 Combines, Concourses, Federations, or Associations shall not be considered official until all organizational race results are merged together and presented.
110.06  For the duration of a season clubs may belong to a higher level organization such as a concourse or association without belonging to a combine. (Feb 2026)
110.07 - 100.09 Intentionally Left Blank.
110.10 AU Endorsement   The American Racing Pigeon Union encourages organizations such as clubs, combines, concourses, etc., to join together for increased competition, economic benefits and sportsmanship.
How to Form a Multiple Club Organization.
110.11Organization officers (club, Combine, etc.) as approved by the membership should initiate contact with the officers of other competing organization(s) for purposes of joining together.
Operation Procedures.
110.12  If prospective members are forming a new organization within the boundaries of a Center (See AU policy 200), the organization shall not be charged any additional Center membership dues.
110.13  If prospective members forming a new organization are currently AU members, no additional AU membership fees shall be required.
110.14  A new organization may require an additional payment by members to offset any business related expenses of the organization.
110.15  Each joining organization should review organization Constitution, bylaws and policies for consistency.
110.16 An initial meeting should be held to accomplish the following:
A.   Form a larger competing organization.
B.  To determine whether or not an AU charter will be applied for.
      (A charter is not required for this first meeting.)
C.    To begin providing for a Constitution and Bylaws document and appropriate race committees.
D.   Select a name for the new organization.
E.    Elect officers by majority vote, including President, First and Second Vice-Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, and Race Secretary.
F.    Determine if the new organization shall be governed by delegates, a Board of Directors or by the general membership.  (Added 8-13-00)
110.17 AU charters for multiple club organizations shall not be issued unless specifically requested.  If requested, the organization shall provide the following in applying for a charter.
A.   Name of Organization
B.    Name, address and Phone number of all officers.
C.  Names of all clubs or other organizations involved.
D.  A unique band designation of four characters or less, if the Organization  chooses to have special organization identified bands.
E. Copy of Organization’s Constitution and By-laws. See sec.110.18.  (Added 10-18-05)
    Organization charter fees are listed in AU-210, “Schedule A”, Charter Fees.
 
110.18  Prior to any AU opinions being rendered, organizations affiliated  (club, combine, federation, etc.) with the American Racing Pigeon Union must first submit a copy of their constitution and Bylaws.  Beginning in 2009 this will be a requirement before orders for dues on bands can be processed.  (added 7-07)
110.19  Any organization (club, combine, federation, etc.) affiliated with the American Racing Pigeon Union must follow the AU Race Rules.
110.20 Any organization (club, combine, federation, etc.) affiliated with the American Racing Pigeon Union must follow the AU Constitution, Bylaws, Policies and Rules of Conduct.
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