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Introduction.
This policy outlines the American Racing Pigeon Union classes of membership and the membership dues of each class. This policy also defines AU policy on changes in dues, minimum dues, dues remittance, and dues collection responsibilities.
Union Membership Classes
Membership in the American Racing Pigeon Union consists of seven classes: B,C,D, E, F, S, and P. The benefits accruing to Class B and C membership are the same, except that Class C (Junior ) members do not have the right to vote on National AU matters. Receipts in the form of membership cards will be issued to all members paying Union dues.
210.01 Intentionally Left Blank
210.02 Class "B" members are those who belong to a club. Class B members shall transact American Racing Pigeon Union business through the Union Executive Director or by other procedures as established by the American Racing Pigeon Union.
210.03 Class "C" (Junior) members are those who have not reached their 18th birthday
by the deadline for receipt of American Racing Pigeon Union dues.
210.04 Class "D" members are individual memberships. These members receive full
entitlements to the benefits of membership in the American Racing Pigeon Union.
210.05 Class "E" members are those who reside outside the North American continent, except Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the Caribbean Islands. Class E members will not receive ballots in American Racing Pigeon Union elections. Class E members may purchase the annual AU Convention and Yearbook.
210.06 Class "F"( Family) memberships are limited to immediate family members living at the same physical address and may include up to two adults and any number of dependant children under the age of 18. The classification does not apply to grandparents, brothers or sisters of the senior members even if living at the same address, unless legal guardians. Mailings and one ballot for voting will be sent to the head of household in each family membership.
210.07 Class "S" (Sponsor) membership is a "Limited" membership and may include anyone not associated with our sport but that has an interest in supporting the Union’s programs. This can include families and relatives of members, seniors, teachers, veterinarians and the public at large. Class S members receive ID card and annual Yearbook, but do not receive ballots in AU elections. 2
210.08 Class "P" (Patron) membership is "Limited" to include anyone that have pigeons, both flying and non-flying breeds, or other exotic birds, but do not compete in an AU club or for AU awards. Class P members receive the ID card, Yearbook, subscription to the AU Update (newsletter) and may benefit from Union programs, including zoning assistance. These members do not receive ballots in AU elections.
210.09 Life Membership includes a one-time payment ($500.00) of dues. Lifetime members receive all benefits afforded regular members.
Membership Dues by Classes
210.10 Membership entitlements for classes B, C, D, or as noted, will include an official AU membership card, subscription to the AU Update, entitlement to compete for AU diplomas and national awards, the right to vote in AU elections, access to the Help-A-Beginner program, and access to the full range of AU promotional tools.
210.11 Annual dues for membership classes B, C, D, E, F, S, and P are listed in the attached Schedule "A".
210.12 Annual membership dues for class C (junior members) are listed in the attached Schedule "A."
210.13 Class "E" membership fee includes (1) the receipt of the AU Update and member ID card.
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Frequency of Change
210.15 Review. The AU Board of Directors shall perform an annual review of membership dues for each membership class. The Board shall update Schedule "A" and submit any changes in dues for publication within thirty days.
210.16 Authority to Change. The AU Board of Directors may, at its discretion, approve increases or decreases in membership dues as deemed appropriate for the operations of the Union.
210.17 Club rosters and membership fees are due by 3/31 each year. Memberships submitted after 3/31 of each year shall include a $5.00 (five dollar) late charge per member for processing.
Note: This late charge shall apply to all classes of membership with the exception of junior memberships and to members making application for new memberships. AU Awards and Diplomas shall not be issued to any person whose annual AU membership dues are not paid.
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Collecting Dues 3
210.20 Remitting collected membership dues shall be the responsibility of each collection organization (Club, Combine, Association, etc.). Organizations will remit all AU dues within (30) days of receipt or not later than 3/31 of the membership year. Failure to comply with the thirty-day remittance could result in an Infractions Committee review.
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210.24 Dual Memberships & Dues. A member who belongs to more than one Club (Classes B, C, F), which is affiliated with the Union shall pay Union dues through one club. If multiple memberships are held, the member may select his or her club or record (for headquarters use). Unless specifically requested by the member, the club of record shall be the first club dues received for processing. Changing the club of record will not be permitted once dues have been processed. Paying AU dues in more than one club does not entitle the member to more than one vote (ballot) in AU elections, nor more than one subscription to the AU Update.
210.25 Waiver of Dues for Social or Honorary Purposes. Clubs may choose to grant social or honorary memberships in their club. Such members are associated only with the local organization and are not recognized by the Union for purposes of racing competition or other benefits that are afforded members of the American Racing Pigeon Union.
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210.30 Prepaid Dues or Lifetime memberships. The Union, at its discretion, may set and establish a policy and fee structure for prepaid dues and lifetime memberships.
Minimum Dues for Clubs.
210.32 The minimum dues for a club shall be calculated based on the per member charge listed on Schedule "A" times a minimum of five (5) members. (Example: if membership dues are $30 per member for the five minimum required members, the minimum amount for a club shall be $150.00).
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210.40 New Organizations. When a group of five AU members or two or more clubs join together to form a new organization (club, combine, association, etc.), a charter will be granted. To charter a new organization, a list (roster) of all members or organizations needs to be filed along with a copy of the organizations’ Constitution and By-laws. 4
Organizations comprised of more than one club (Combines, Concourses, etc), require a majority of AU members in each club to be chartered as an AU organization. Inquire with the AU Executive Director for the fees associated with membership and the issuance of a new charter. (Also see policies AU100 and AU110) ( Rev.10-4-04)
210.50 Termination for Non-payment of Dues. Any AU member that has not paid annual dues by March 31st will be charged late fees. Race rules state that a club must have a minimum of five active flying members (from 3 separate physical addresses) paying through the club in order that the club remains active. A club charter will remain active even if the club falls behind minimum requirements or has no activity (due to health, career change, life change of members) for two years. If the club does not meet the minimum requirements the third year, the charter becomes inactive. The club may recharter and, if band letters and club name are unused, the club may use same.
Schedule "A" Membership Dues by Class
Dues for membership class B and D members shall be $30.00 for each member.
Dues for membership class C (juniors) shall be $10.00 for each member.
Dues for membership class E shall be $40.00 for each member.
Dues for membership class F (Families) shall be $40.00 for each family.
Dues for Limited membership class S Sponsor shall be $20.00 for each member.
Dues for Limited membership class P Patron shall be $25.00 for each member.
Dues for Lifetime Membership shall be $500.00 for each member.
Charter Fees. A one time processing fee shall be charged to organizations for AU charters.
Clubs: (minimum of 5 members from 3 different physical addresses): $25.00
Combines and Concourses: up to 5 clubs: $25.00
Plus an additional $25 for every 5 additional clubs or portion thereof.
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